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The Death of Lady Wak Chan Tzuk of Naranjo 


recorded at Dos Pilas 
by Khristaan D. Villela 


n Texas Note 14, Nikolai Grube and Linda 


Schele discussed the "pseudo-God C" head and its Hl 6 
substitution set. Each sign—the mirror,! GI head, : i) 
gourd, and pseudo-God C—likely reads tzuk. The Lady Chanil- Divine Dos 


tzuk graphemes also occur in many proper names. Wac Ahau Pilas Ahau 

Schele and Grube argued that substitution patterns 

at Naranjo support a reading of Na Wak Chan 

Tzuk, or "Lady Six Sky, the Center Partition,” 3 

for the name of the mother of the Naranjo king Chanile 

dubbed Smoking Squirrel (Fig. 1).? Ahau Pilas Ahau 
Grube and Schele also noted that inscriptions 

and icons at several sites referred to benches as a 

Chum Tzuk, or “partition seat.” This phrase oc- 

curs on Copán Altar K (Fig. 2). The large bench 

at the rear of Structure 18, at the same site, alter- Divine Dos 

nates Tzuk heads and Witz Monsters. An earlier Pilas Ahau Fig. 1 


1. See Grube and Schele 1991: Fig. 2, for the distinction between the di and tzuk mirrors. 
2. Formerly, she was known as Na Wak Chanil Ahau, as in Schele and Freidel 1990. 
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version of the Grube-Schele note also included a 
collocation from a recently discovered Dos Pilas 
bench. While assembling the figures for the latest 
installment of Texas and Copán Notes, I realized 
that this phrase actually records the death of Lady 
Wak Chan Tzuk, the mother of Smoking Squirrel 
of Naranjo (Fig. 3). 

Peter Mathews and Stephen Houston first argued 
that Lady Wak Chan Tzuk’s father was the Dos 
Pilas king Malah Chan K’awil and that she was 
given in marriage to Naranjo (Mathews 1979; 
Houston and Mathews 1985:11). Schele and 
Freidel concurred and recently argued that since 
Smoking Squirrel uses the Naranjo Emblem 
Glyph, Lady Wak Chan Tzuk likely married a 
local noble at that site (Schele and Freidel 1990).3 
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Lady Wak Chan Suk’s death statement is stand- 
ard. Unfortunately, the Tzolkin position of the 
Calendar Round for this date is lost. The Haab is 
Pop with a partially destroyed coefficient greater 
than six." Events earlier in the bench reference 
the contemporary Dos Pilas king Malah Chan 
K’awil. Thus not only does the daughter at Naran- 
jo discuss her father (Fig. 4); but the father at 
Dos Pilas discusses his daughter. The Dos Pilas 
bench adds to the evidence in favor of Lady Wak 
Chan Tzuk’s Petexbatun origin. 
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Fig. 3 The death passage from the Dos Pilas bench (drawing by K. Villela) 


3. See Schele and Freidel (1990:459, Note 40) for a full discussion of Lady Wak Chan Tzuk and the debate on her home polity. 
4. Interestingly, the throne also records a second death event, which occurred on 9.15.10.17.15 7 Men 13 Yaxk’in. 


